[Surgery of the upper limbs can improve functional ability of a tetraplegic patient].
A tetraplegic patient loses most of the muscle function and sensation, although some recovery often takes place after the acute stage. Better functioning of the upper limbs has proved to be the greatest desire of these patients. Procedures restoring and improving upper limb functions have developed over the past decades. New surgical techniques and procedural combinations enable reconstructions allowing significant improvement of functional capacity and independence in daily life. The surgical operation is planned on the basis of the patient's remaining muscles with function and strength. Needs of the patient for upper limb function are considered individually.